
 
T a k u m a  I t o h  

 I r idescence 
f o r  s o l o  p i a n o  

  



Iridescence 
I. Cascades 
II. Cantabile 
III. Finale 
 
Duration: 11 minute 
 
Program Notes 
Iridescence is a surface appears to change colors depending on the angle, 
such as a soap bubble or the inside of an abalone shell. With the HMTA 
commissioning this piece to represent the state of Hawaii for the 2015-16 
MTNA, I thought the title would be apt partly because it makes a subtle 
reference to rainbow colors. In addition, I wanted the title to reflect the highly 
contrasting moods and feelings of the three movements in the same way an 
iridescent surface shows a variety of colors.   
The first movement “Cascades” combines a steady yet unpredictable groove 
with a jagged counterpoint.  It has a stubborn and insistent sound, but 
transforms considerably by the end of the movement.  The second movement, 
“Cantabile,” is an expressive lyrical movement with a delicate tremolo 
throughout that creates a hushed shimmer over which the melody sings.  The 
third movement, “Finale," is full of bebop and boogie-woogie jazz idioms but 
presented in a new light.  This movement reflects my recent interest in melding 
my love of jazz with my own compositional language to create something 
new.   
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*all brackets should sound identical (and likewise throughout the rest of the movement)

Iridescence

I. 

Cascades

for Sara Davis Buechner
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